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CELEBRATE
RECOVERY UK
Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-centred, 12-step recovery programme for anyone struggling with hurt, pain or addiction

of any kind. Celebrate Recovery is a safe place to find community and freedom from the issues that control us.
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY
UK BECOMES A
CHARITY 
In December 2022, Celebrate Recovery UK successfully achieved
Registered Charity Status in England & Wales. 

Following many discussions with Saddleback (founders of Celebrate
Recovery) over several years, Tony Turner, Celebrate Recovery UK Director,
was given permission to pursue this opportunity. 

The hard work put into the application process by Tony and the Chair of
Trustees, Dave Priestley, (both pictured) paid off. We now look forward to
an exciting era as a Charity. Dave shares his thoughts about becoming a
Registered Charity on page 3.



My start in life wasn’t great. I was born into a large family of 6
that was both loving and dysfunctional. My parents used to
drink and fight a lot. I grew up thinking violence was the norm
and I used it as a way to solve my problems – and to create a
few problems for other kids I didn’t like! When I left school, all I
wanted to do was party and take drugs with my mates. I started
to spiral out of control. I ended up in prison several times and
eventually got hooked on heroin. 

Things started to change for me when I met a Police Sergeant
who prayed for me while I was in custody. I had a real
encounter with God and was never the same again. I became a
Christian. Things got better. I went to re-hab and eventually
stopped taking drugs full time but still I’d relapse every few
years. Life was very good and I genuinely loved God and had
some wonderful times and seasons in my family life and my
marriage. But it felt like there was always something unresolved
and my now occasional drug abuse was very destructive.  

Things got much worse for me during lockdown. My marriage
broke down and although we were reconciled fairly quickly
there was more to come. In the space of one week during
January 2021, I lost both my parents to Covid. It was
horrendous. We were devastated as a family and I relapsed
using crack cocaine quite heavily and with increased frequency.

I needed to do something. It was then that I sought out
Celebrate Recovery. Straight away I knew I was where God
wanted me. Even though I didn’t really grasp how the
programme worked and it all felt a bit daunting, it arrested the
drug relapse almost straight away. I found the whole set up very
understated. Almost too simple! Yet I knew God was going to
use it to get me healed. 

I was encouraged to hear how CR has helped other people. I
found it very refreshing that nobody tried to fix me or offer
advice. This allowed me the room to rely on God more and get
used to the flow of the principles and steps.

I’ve particularly found Principle 4 very helpful: Openly examine
and confess my faults to myself, to God, and to someone I
trust. I reached out and found an accountability partner and a
Sponsor. This helped me take my problems to a safe place and
not take them home and dump them on my wife. It has been the
difference and I have found genuine healing and freedom after
talking things through with my sponsor. 

It hasn’t always been easy as sometimes I have coasted but
when I’ve applied myself to the steps I’ve experienced real
benefits! I’m so grateful to God for Celebrate Recovery! 

NEW VIDEO: 
MY MAKER IS MY
MIRROR

MY JOURNEY OUT OF
DRUG ABUSE  
Liam's Testimony

I relapsed using crack cocaine quite
heavily and with increased frequency.
I needed to do something. It was then
that I sought out Celebrate Recovery.

How do you see yourself? 
In which mirror do you look to see
who you are? 

When I looked in the mirror of the
media, I saw ‘ugly' and ‘unsuccessful'.

The mirror of the people around me
reflected ‘unloveable' and ‘worthless'.
  

I have looked in my own mirror and
only seen my failures.

Whose mirror do you hold up? 

To whomever you give the power to
tell you who you are has huge
influence on you. And if that's not
your Maker, your view of yourself will
be distorted and broken. 

I encourage you to look in God's
mirror of truth. He made you; He
knows who you truly are. 

Of course, God sees your faults, but
if you have put your trust in Jesus
Christ, you need not fear because He
has forgiven and restored you. God's
Word, the Bible, says that through
Jesus Christ, you are loved, forgiven,
accepted, redeemed, precious,
gifted, a child of God...

That's what this new Celebrate
Recovery video is all about -
choosing to believe who God says
we are. You can watch the video on
the Celebrate Recovery UK YouTube
channel, here:
https://tinyurl.com/3ausw4cs.

Catherine Robinson

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UoljuHS6OxE&list=PL65nWJWTDt9LSGBqkCFV84QCTgdaUyA1K&index=6&t=36s


Following a significant amount of work, the Trustees of Celebrate Recovery UK are delighted to
announce that they have successfully achieved Registered Charity Status (1201252) in England &
Wales. This takes the form of a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) Foundation Model, and
was realised on 6th December 2022.

Andy, Sue, Catherine & Dave are extremely proud of this achievement. They expect to now be able to
apply for relevant grant funding, alongside the ability to claim Gift Aid on donations. This major step
also provides the platform to engage with new sponsors and initiatives; allowing the Celebrate
Recovery name and reach to extend further across the UK.

Celebrate Recovery UK, as a charity, fully intend to continue to build upon the amazing work that has
been underway as a Social Enterprise since 1998.

Our charity specific object is:

“To relieve need and suffering in people (including their families and dependents) who are
experiencing mental illness, life controlling addictions including to alcohol and drugs, compulsive
disorders, abuse, bereavement and loss, and relationship and family breakdown, in particular but not
exclusively through the provision of a Bible based programme designed to improve physical, emotional
and spiritual wellbeing”

The Trustees and volunteers of Celebrate Recovery UK commit themselves to the application of this
object and to striving to further deliver life changing services to citizens in the UK suffering from hurts,
hang ups and habits.

If you would like to find out more about the work of Celebrate Recovery UK you can contact us via
Celebrate Recovery UK | A Christ-centred, Bible-based recovery programme or via email,
enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk.

Dave Priestley, Chair of Trustees 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY UK ACHIEVES
CHARITY STATUS 

CHRISTIAN RESOURCES EXHIBITION
At the beginning of 2022, we were on a course of re-building
after the pandemic, a part of this process was looking to advertise
more to share the good news about this great ministry. 

In October, we linked up with Mark Macklin of Purpose Driven
Ministries UK and attended the Christian Resources Exhibition at
Sandown Park London. There were numerous stands ranging from
church supplies, Christian conference centres, social concerns,
international ministries. In fact, there were so many that to wander
round and absorb all that was on offer would take hours.

I don’t think I have spoken to so many people in such a short time.
It was exciting when people expressed an
interest in Celebrate Recovery; this made me realise the
importance of being more proactive in the sharing of this great
ministry. I came away knowing that there is a lot of work to do.
Next year the Exhibition will be at the NEC Birmingham. 

It was a blessing to re-establish our relationship with Mark and
Julie Macklin of Purpose Driven Ministries and once again work
together to promote Celebrate Recovery. There is no doubt in my
mind going forward this is going to be a key relationship for us all
especially for resources. We had a great time together. It was like
a tag team; anything CR related Mark passed it on, anything
Purpose Driven went to Mark.

Tony Turner

Tony (left) handed out 200 of our new
'Celebrate Recovery Information Booklets'.
  

To purchase official Celebrate
Recovery resources, go to
purposedrivenresources.co.uk/.

For Celebrate Recovery UK
information booklets and UK
testimonies go to
celebraterecovery.co.uk/uk-
resources/.

http://www.celebraterecovery.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk
http://purposedrivenresources.co.uk/
http://celebraterecovery.co.uk/uk-resources/


INTRODUCING
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
23 FEBRUARY 
ONLINE 

LEARN MORE
Website: 
celebraterecovery.co.uk
Facebook: 
/CelebrateRecoveryUK
Instagram: 
@celebraterecoveryuk
YouTube: 
Celebrate Recovery UK

EVENTS COMING UP 

i
CONTACT US 
General:
enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk
Midlands & Wales: Tony Turner (UK Director)
tony@reachonline.org
North East & Scotland: Catherine Robinson
catherine.robinson@church.org.uk
North West & N. Ireland: Kath Leigh 
kmjleigh@gmail.com

If you're reading a hard copy of this newsletter, email enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk to request a free electronic copy of our quarterly newsletters 

WHAT'S A STEP STUDY?

This free event brings Ministry
Leaders together for support and
training. This time we’ll discuss
Step Studies. Zoom details from
enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk.

MINISTRY LEADERS’
MEETING 
28 JANUARY
ONLINE

What is Celebrate Recovery? 
What does a CR meeting look like
How can I set up CR at my church? 
 Book your free place at 
 enquiries@celebraterecovery.co.uk

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
SUMMIT 
19-21 JULY 
CALIFORNIA 
The 3-day summit is a celebration
of recovery through Jesus, and is
jam-packed with encouragement
and hope. See crsummits.com for
more information.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
UK CONFERENCE 
7 OCTOBER 
DERBY 
Join us to celebrate Christ-centred
recovery! This conference will
envision and equip you in both your
personal recovery journeys and in 
 your Celebrate Recovery ministry.
Tickets available soon.

Why are the four Celebrate Recovery Participant’s Guides not used
in our General Meeting Night?

People can join Celebrate Recovery (CR) at any point throughout the
year; if the Participant’s Guides were being used, a newcomer would be
‘behind’ as soon as they arrived! People can join CR at any stage of their
recovery. Through lessons, testimonies, worship and Open Share Groups,
the General Meeting Nights are designed to support anyone whether new
to recovery or years into recovery. Simply turning up to a meeting is as
much as some participants can manage for a time; they're not ready to
dig deep into recovery; they just need a safe place. 

However, the Participant's Guides, with searching questions and practical
tools, are a valuable resource for steering people through the CR
Principles when they are ready. Step Studies are men-only and women-
only groups. They require a commitment to attend weekly meetings for 9-
12 months and to prepare and share answers to the books’ questions. 

I've seen much healing and recovery take place in Step Studies. I strongly
encourage Ministry Leaders to include them in their ministry. Come to the
next Ministry Leader Morning (see above) to learn what's involved. If
running a Step Study isn't possible yet, then a second best option is to
encourage sponsors to guide their sponsees through the books. 

Catherine Robinson

Celebrate Recovery UK is a registered charity 1201252 in England and Wales
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